




78 4 • QUESTIONING 

For this practice session, we'd like you to read Rachel Aviv's essay "The Edge 
of Identity" (pp. 282-301). In this essay, Aviv tells a story about Hannah Upp, 
but her primary project extends beyond narrating the mystery that surrounds 
Upp. Instead, she uses Upp as a case study to think about larger questions 
than why this one woman periodically loses her sense of identity. Those larger 
questions and problems serve as the intellectual motivation for Aviv's project 
and make her work interesting to a general audience of readers. 

But where exactly does Aviv define the puzzle that motivates her writing? 
After you've read Aviv's essay all the way through, see if you can identify the 
sentence, sentences, or paragraphs that most clearly express her project. Then 
experiment with restating the motive in a sentence that uses but, or, however,
or some other complicating word. Does the statement you composed help to 
clarify Aviv's project for you? 

..................................................................................................................................... 
Practice Session Three: Connecting Small 

Stories to Big Ideas 
···················································································· ............................................... . 

Habits: connecting, questioning, reflecting 
Activities: note taking, reading, thinking 

We invite you to practice a frequent motivating move in nonfiction writing: 
we'd like you to use a case study (a single example) to illuminate a larger issue 
or idea. Read Rachel Aviv's "The Edge of Identity;' taking notes on how she uses 
her case study to bring a new idea to our attention. What is the new idea? What 
does she want her readers to think about this new idea by the end of her piece? 

Once you have a handle on how Aviv moves from her case study of 
Hannah Upp to her illuminating idea, we'd like you to write up a richly 
detailed anecdote from your own family history. Then consider how you 
could use the story to shed light on an interesting cultural or social problem, 
puzzle, or mystery that is bigger than your particular family. In other words, 
define a public motive for writing. After you've selected your anecdote and 
before you try to make a connection to a larger idea;spend at least one hour 
doing research about the cultural or social issue that interests you. 

After you've done sufficient research, compose an essay that links your 
family history to the larger issue you've researched. 
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