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EMPLOYMENT 
Professor of English, Rutgers University, 2023-present 
Associate Professor of English, Rutgers University, Fall 2012-2023  
Assistant Professor of English, Rutgers University, Fall 2007-2012 
 
 
EDUCATION  
Ph.D. Columbia University, English Literature, May 2006    
M.Phil.     Columbia University, English Literature, May 2001 
A.B.  Harvard College, American History and Literature (magna cum laude), 1994  
 
 
BOOKS 
Empty Houses: Theatrical Failure and the Novel, Princeton University Press, 2012 

       Reviewed in Times Literary Supplement, Choice, NOVEL: A Forum on Fiction, Nineteenth-Century Literature, 
Victorian Studies, MLN (Modern Language Notes), Studies in English Literature, Textual Practice, 
Romanticism and Victorianism on the Net, Nineteenth-Century Contexts, Wordsworth Circle, James Joyce 
Literary Supplement, George Eliot-George Henry Lewes Studies, and The European Legacy 

 
The Savage Detectives Reread, Columbia University Press, 2022 (Rereadings Series) 

Named one of the Best Scholarly Books of 2022 by The Chronicle of Higher Education 
Reviewed in The Nation, Times Literary Supplement, Americas Quarterly, Critical Inquiry, NOVEL: A 
Forum on Fiction, and Comparative Literature Studies 
Excerpted in The Paris Review, Bookforum, and Nexos: Sociedad, ciencia, y literatura 

 
 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING FIELDS 
Nineteenth-century and modernist literature; the theory and history of the novel; narrative theory; 
sociology and literature; queer theory and gender studies; Latin American literature 
 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
Fellowships and academic honors 
Presidential Outstanding Faculty Scholar Award, Rutgers University, for outstanding scholars on 

promotion to full professor, awarded 2023 
Fellow, “The Commons,” Year-Long Working Group, Center for Cultural Analysis, Rutgers University, 

2021-2 
Chancellor’s Scholar, Rutgers University, for outstanding scholars at the associate level, awarded 2016 



Margaret Bundy Scott Visiting Professor, Williams College Department of English, Fall 2013 
Fellow, “Formalisms,” Year-Long Working Group, Center for Cultural Analysis, Rutgers University, 

2012-13 
Rutgers Board of Trustees Award for Excellence in Research, awarded to recently tenured faculty 

whose work shows exceptional promise, 2012 
Fellow, “New Media Literacies, Gutenberg to Google,” Year-Long Working Group, Center for 

Cultural Analysis, Rutgers University, 2008-09 
Fellow, Columbia Society of Fellows, 2006-7 
Selected participant, National Humanities Center Summer Institute in Literary Studies (Seminar on 

Middlemarch led by Catherine Gallagher), Research Triangle, NC, July 2006 
W.M. Keck Foundation Fellowship. Huntington Library. Pasadena, CA, April-June 2005 
Whiting Fellowship in the Humanities. Columbia University, 2004-5 
Jacob K. Javits Fellowship. U.S. Department of Education, 1999-2003  
Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship. Woodrow Wilson Foundation, 1998-99  
Marjorie Hope Nicolson Fellowship. Columbia University, 1998-2004  
Phi Beta Kappa, Harvard-Radcliffe Colleges, 1993 
 
Writing Prizes 
Strange Quark Award, Arts and Literature category. Awarded by 3 Quarks Daily for excellence in on-

line writing (for “The Essential Gratuitousness of César Aira”), 2015 
Finalist, Best Translated Book Award: Fiction category. Awarded by Three Percent: A Resource for 

International Literature at the University of Rochester (for Fantomas versus the Multinational Vampires), 2015 
Sonia Rudikoff Book Prize for best first book in Victorian Studies, Northeast Victorian Studies 

Association (for Empty Houses), 2013 
Short-listed for Modernist Studies Association First Book Prize (for Empty Houses), 2013 
Best Graduate Student Paper, North American Victorian Studies Association annual conference. For 

“Empty Houses: Thackeray’s Theater of Interiority,” University of Virginia, October 2005 
Leon Edel Prize. Awarded for best essay on Henry James by a beginning scholar. For “‘Horrible 

Impossible’: Henry James’s Awkward Stage.” The Henry James Review. Spring 2005 
Miron Cristo-Loveanu Prize. Awarded for best English M.A. thesis, for “Uses for Boys in Renaissance 

Drama: Homoerotics and Social Pedagogy in Some Plays of the Children’s Companies.” Columbia 
University, 1999 

Hoopes Prize. Awarded for outstanding undergraduate scholarship, for “When Black Drama Was in 
Vogue: Broadway ‘Race Plays’ from Ridgely Torrance to Langston Hughes,” Harvard University, 
1994  

Kathryn Ann Huggins Prize. Awarded for best thesis on a topic relating to African American life, 
history, or culture, for “When Black Drama Was in Vogue: Broadway ‘Race Plays’ from Ridgely 
Torrance to Langston Hughes,” Harvard University, 1994  

 
 
SPECIAL ISSUE EDITING  
Co-editor, with Paul K. Saint-Amour, ELH 88.2 (Summer 2021), special issue: papers from the 2019 

English Institute on “Abstraction”  



 
 
ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 “The Beauty of Queerness: Notes on Sexuality and the Literary in the Long 1993,” New Literary History 

55.3 (2024)  

“Thackeray: Styles of Fallibility,” in On Style in Victorian Literature, ed. Daniel Tyler, Cambridge 
University Press, 2022.  

“Jane Austen, Secret Celebrity, and Mass Eroticism,” New Literary History 52.1 (Winter 2021): 53-75. 

“A Few Lies: Queer Theory and Our Method Melodramas,” ELH 87.2 (Summer 2020): 547-572. 

Condensed version published as “Queer Theory and Literary Criticism’s Melodramas,” The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, February 16, 2021. https://www.chronicle.com/article/queer-theory-
and-literary-criticisms-melodramas 

“Pleasure,” in The Cambridge Companion to Narrative Theory, ed. Matthew Garrett, Cambridge University 
Press, 2018.  

“Comparison, Allegory, and the Address of ‘Global’ Realism (The Part About Bolaño),” boundary 2 42.2 
(May 2015): 105-134. 

“Stages: Theater and the Politics of Style in Great Expectations.” Critical Quarterly 55.1 (April 2013). 
Special issue on The State, or Statelessness, of Victorian Studies, ed. Regenia Gagnier 

“Felix Holt,” in A Companion to George Eliot, eds. Amanda Anderson and Harry Shaw, Blackwell, 2013. 

“Theatricality and the Novel,” in The Oxford History of the Novel in English, Vol. 3: 1820-1880, eds. John 
Kucich and Jenny Bourne Taylor, Oxford University Press, 2011 

“Unspeakable George Eliot.” Victorian Literature and Culture 38.2 (September 2010): 489-509. Special 
issue on Victorian Cosmopolitanisms, eds. Tanya Agathocleous and Jason R. Rudy. 

“Embarrassment and the Forms of Redemption.” PMLA 125.2 (April 2010): 398-403. Contribution to 
a “Theories and Methodologies” forum on the work of Leo Bersani   

Revised and expanded version published in Leo Bersani: Queer Theory and Beyond, ed. Mikko 
Tukhanen, SUNY Press, 2014. 

“Abstraction and the Subject of Novel-Reading: Drifting Through Romola.” NOVEL: A Forum on 
Fiction 42.3 (Fall 2009): 490-496. 

“The Novel (in Theory).” Literature Compass 5 (November 2008): 228-243.  

“What Does Jamesian Style Want?” The Henry James Review 28.3 (Fall 2007): 213-222. 

“An Erotics of Detachment: Middlemarch and Novel-Reading as Critical Practice.” ELH 74.3 (Fall 
2007): 583-608. 

Re-published in Ronjaunee Chatterjee, ed., Middlemarch: A Norton Critical Edition, Norton, 2024. 

 



“Empty Houses: Thackeray’s Theater of Interiority.” Victorian Studies 48.2. (Winter 2006): 257-67. 
Special Issue: Papers from the Third Annual North American Studies Association Conference. 
Respondent: Carolyn Williams. 

“‘Horrible Impossible’: Henry James’s Awkward Stage.” The Henry James Review 26.2. (Spring 2005): 109-
129. 

 
 
REVIEW ESSAYS, RESPONSES, AND ONLINE WRITING 
“Theatrical Release,” Review of Alan Hollinghurst’s Our Evenings. Bookforum, Winter 2025. 

https://www.bookforum.com/print/3103/theatrical-release-61665 
“Diamonds and Rust,” a response to S. Pearl Brilmyer’s “Queer Rigidity: Habit and the Limits of the 

Performativity Thesis,” Critical Inquiry 51.1 (Autumn 2024): 173-9. 
“Real Scary,” Review of Mariana Enriquez’s Our Share of Night. Bookforum, December 29, 2022. 

https://www.bookforum.com/fiction/mariana-enriquez-s-horror-novel-of-1980s-argentina-25188 

“Books and Abandonment,” Review essay on Fernanda Melchor’s Hurricane Season. Public Books, May11, 
2020. https://www.publicbooks.org/books-and-abandonment/ 

“Is There a Gay Literature of Poverty?” Politics/Letters, March 2, 2018. http://quarterly.politics 
slashletters.org/gay-literature-poverty/ 

Review of Human Matter: a Fiction by Rodrigo Rey Rosa, Full Stop: Reviews, Interviews, Marginalia, 
September 2019. http://www.full-stop.net/2019/09/17/reviews/david-kurnick/human-matter-a-
fiction-rodrigo-rey-rosa/ 

“More Talk: A Response,” Response to essay cluster entitled “We Can Stop Talking About Elena 
Ferrante,” ASAP/J, the open-access platform of ASAP/Journal, July 2017. https://asap-
journal.com/more-talk-a-response-david-kurnick/ 

“Numberiness,” A response to Eric Bulson’s “Ulysses by Numbers.” Representations website, January 
2015. https://www.representations.org/response-to-ulysses-by-numbers-david-kurnick/ 

“Ferrante, In History,” Essay on Elena Ferrante’s Neapolitan novels. Public Books, December 15, 2015. 
http://www.publicbooks.org/ferrante-in-history/ 

“The Essential Gratuitousness of César Aira,” Review essay on twelve books of fiction and criticism by 
César Aira. Public Books, November 1, 2014. http://www.publicbooks.org/the-essential-
gratuitousness-of-cesar-aira/ 

Italian translation. “L’essenziale gratuità di César Aira,” translated by Vittoria Gambino. Sotto il 
Vulcano, 22 February, 2017. https://www.edizionisur.it/sotto-il-vulcano/22-02-2017/lessenziale-
gratuita-cesar-aira/ 

“Bolaño to Come,” Review essay on Roberto Bolaño’s Consejos de un discípulo de Morrison a un fanático de 
Joyce, Una novelita lumpen, and Los sinsabores del verdadero policía. Public Books, September 6, 2012. 
http://www.publicbooks.org/bolano-to-come/ 

“Carnal Ironies,” Review essay on Leo Bersani and Adam Phillips’ Intimacies. Raritan 29.4 (Spring 2010): 
109-123. 



 
OTHER 
“Juegos del gusto,” Nexos: Sociedad, ciencia, y literatura, November 2022 (Spanish translation of 

introduction to The Savage Detectives Reread, Columbia UP, 2022; my translation) 

“Games of Taste,” The Paris Review, November 2, 2021 (excerpt from introduction to The Savage 
Detectives Reread, Columbia UP, 2022). https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2021/11/02/games-
of-taste/ 

 “Walking Backwards: Revisiting Roberto Bolaño’s The Savage Detectives and its interpreters” Bookforum, 
December 9, 2021 (excerpt from coda to The Savage Detectives Reread, Columbia UP, 2022). 
https://www.bookforum.com/fiction/revisiting-roberto-bolano-s-the-savage-detectives-and-its-
interpreters-24748 

“Essays from the English Institute 2019: Abstraction,” co-authored with Paul K. Saint-Amour, 
introduction to special issue of ELH 88.2 (Summer 2021): 281-87. 

 
TRANSLATIONS 
“Fragment 51,” by Álvaro Enrigue, catalog essay for Secretos/Secrets, an exhibition of work by Iñaki 

Bonillas at the Casa Estudio Luis Barragán, Mexico City, 2019. 
“The Age of Acurio,” by Sergio Vilela, Words Without Borders: The Home for International Literature, 

September 1, 2015. https://wordswithoutborders.org/read/article/2015-09/the-age-of-acurio/  

Fantomas versus the Multinational Vampires, translation, with afterword, of Julio Cortázar’s Fantomas contra 
los vampiros multinacionales (Semiotext[e], 2014). 

 
 
BOOK REVIEWS  
Review of Serial Forms: The Unfinished Project of Modernity, 1815-1848, by Claire Pettitt (Oxford, 2020), 

Critical Inquiry 49.4 (Summer 2023) 

“Calculus and Context,” Review of Andrea K. Henderson, Algebraic Art: Mathematical Formalism and 
Victorian Culture (Oxford, 2018), Poetics Today 41.1 (March 2020): 159-165. Special issue on “Logic 
and Literary Form,” edited by Daniel Williams and Jeffrey Blevins 

Review of Communities in Fiction, by J. Hillis Miller (Fordham, 2014), Victorian Studies (Autumn 2017) 

Review of The Maximalist Novel: From Thomas Pynchon’s Gravity’s Rainbow to Roberto Bolaño’s 2666, by 
Stefano Ercolino (Bloomsbury, 2015). Studies in the Novel 47.2 (Summer 2015) 

Review of Unseasonable Youth: Modernism, Colonialism, and the Fiction of Development, by Jed Esty (Oxford, 
2013). Modern Language Quarterly 75.3 (September 2014). 

Review of Dickens’s Secular Gospel: Work, Gender, Personality, by Chris Louttit (Routledge, 2009) and Queer 
Dickens: Erotics, Families, Masculinities, by Holly Furneaux (Oxford, 2009). Victorian Studies 53.3 
(Spring 2011) 

Review of Victorian Vulgarity: Taste in Verbal and Visual Culture, eds. Susan David Bernstein and Elsie B. 
Michie (Ashgate, 2009). Romanticism and Victorianism on the Net 56 (November 2009) 



“The Uses of Abjection.” GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies 15.2 (Spring 2009): 329-31. Review 
of David M. Halperin’s What Do Gay Men Want?: An Essay on Sex, Risk, and Subjectivity 

 
 
INVITED TALKS  
“The Monster at the End of this Book,” Symposium on Alex Woloch’s “The One vs. The Many at 20,” 

Yale University Department of English, April 2024. 

“Phantom Populations, Perverse Densities: Rhetorics of Number in Nineteenth-Century Fiction,” 
Critical Speakers Series, UNC-Chapel Hill Department of English and Comparative Literature, 
April 2024.  

“The Beauty of Queerness: Sexuality and Literary Appreciation in the Long 1993,” Understanding: A 
New Lexicon for Literary-Critical Knowledge, a conference at the University of Virginia, April 
2024.  

“Phantom Populations, Queer Densities: Rhetorics of Number in Nineteenth-Century Fiction,” The 
Sarah Cutts Fereichs Lecture in Victorian Studies, The Cogut Institute for the Humanities, Brown 
University, April 2024.  

“On the Difficulty of Imagining an Ideal City,” Poetics of the City, a conference at the Center for the 
Study of the Novel, Stanford University, May 2023. 

“The Ambivalence of ‘Public-Facing’ Writing,” Book presentation on The Savage Detectives Reread to the 
Yale Americanist Colloquium, October 2022 

“Big Words: Ulysses, Bolaño, and the Idea of Latin America,” Joycean Cartographies: Navigating a New 
Century of Ulysses, Huntington Library, San Marino, CA January 2022 

“The Erotics of Large Numbers: Samuel R. Delany, Walter Pater, and Other Realists,” Post-graduate 
Research Seminar, English Department, Queen Mary University, London, UK, November 2021 

“Infinite Neighborhoods: The Savage Detectives against World Literature,” Department of English, 
Germanic, and Romance Literatures, University of Copenhagen, March 2020 

“Our Method Melodramas,” University of California, Irvine, February 2019 

“A Few Lies,” The English Institute, (“Truth-Telling”), Yale University, September 2018 

“Before World Literature: Roberto Bolaño and the Specific Sublime,” Books Out of Place symposium, 
Warwick University, Coventry, UK, May 2018 

“The Queer ‘90s and Our Method Melodramas,” Ohio State University, Columbus, OH, March 2018 

“The Queer ‘90s and Our Method Melodramas,” Kanner series on the Futures of Literary and Cultural 
Studies (“English Now!”), UCLA, Los Angeles, October 2017 

“Everyday Ecstasy,” Plenary talk on Middlemarch, Dickens Universe, UC Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA, 
August 2017 

“Populous Austen,” panel on Number in the Novel, Mahindra Humanities Center Novel Theory 
seminar and Victorian Literature and Culture seminar, Harvard University, May 2017 



“Ferrante Talk and the Scales of Contemporary Realism,” Institute for Research on Women, Gender 
and Sexuality, Columbia University, December 2016 

“Victorian Outliers.” Keynote address, The Northeast Victorian Studies Association (NVSA), Rutgers 
University, April 2016 

“The Demographic Passions of the Realist Novel,” Restoration-Victorian and Mods Reading Groups, 
University of Pennsylvania, April 2016 

“The Demographic Passions of the Realist Novel,” Eighteenth- and Nineteenth-Century Colloquium, 
Yale University, March 2016 

“Realism’s Demographic Passions: The Erotics of Large Numbers,” University of California, Berkeley, 
January 2016 

“Eros and Quantification: The Application of Persuasion,” University Chicago Nineteenth-Century 
Colloquium, October 2015 

“Eros and Quantification: The Application of Persuasion,” University of Wisconsin, Madison, March 
2015 

“The Application of Persuasion,” ELH colloquium, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, April 
2014 

“Character in the Commons: George Eliot’s Case,” Boston-Area Victorian Seminar, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA, May 2013 

“Character in the Commons,” What is the Nature of Literary Being? A conference at the Center for the 
Study of the Novel, Stanford University, April 2013 

“The Novel and Sociological Eros,” Nineteenth-century interest group, Department of English and 
Comparative Literature, Columbia University, New York, NY April 2013 

“La representación de la violencia y el fenómeno Bolaño,” Topografías de la violencia: mismidades, 
alteridades, misoginia, a conference at the Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México, Mexico City, April 2013 

“Theater and the Politics of Style in Great Expectations,” The New York Public Library, December 2012 

“George Eliot Amplified,” University of Maryland, October 2012 

“George Eliot Amplified.” University of Tennessee, April 2012 

“George Eliot Amplified.” Presentation to faculty seminar, Williams College, Williamstown, MA, 
February 2012  

“First Persons: on Great Expectations.” Presentation to Class of 1960 Scholars undergraduate group, 
Department of English, Williamstown, MA, February 2012  

“Stages.” Plenary talk on Great Expectations, Dickens Universe, UC Santa Cruz, Santa Cruz, CA, August 
2011  



“Foucault, la historia de la sexualidad, y la teoría queer norteamericana: los primeros 20 años.” Facultad 
de Pedagogía, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico City, Mexico. May 2011 

“The Erotics of Large Numbers: The Novel and the Sociological Imagination,” Princeton University 
English Department, Graduate Student Victorian Colloquium, February 2011 

“The Vocation of Failure: Frustrated Playwrights and the Novel of Interiority,” The Artist as Author: A 
Symposium at the Illustration Program at Parsons The New School for Design, New York, NY, 
March 2010 

“Diminishing Returns: Vanity Fair’s Theatricality,” Indiana University. Bloomington, IN, November 
2008 

“Joyce Unperformed,” University of Pennsylvania Gender-and-Sexuality Works-in-Progress 
(Gasworks) Group. Philadelphia, PA, April 2008 

“Acoustics in the Thackeray Theater,’ UCLA Nineteenth Century Colloquium. Los Angeles, CA, March 
2008 

“Thackeray’s Trivial History,” SUNY Binghamton. Binghamton, New York, NY, February 2008 

“Acoustics in the Thackeray Theater,” CUNY Graduate Center Nineteenth Century Colloquium. New 
York, NY, November 2007 

“Duplicity’s Publicity: Thinking Victorian Theatricality,” Victorian Genres: A Symposium, Dickens 
Project. UC Santa Cruz, CA. July 2007 

“Interiority and its Discontents: the Public Desire of the Psychological Novel,” Aesthetics and Ideology 
lecture series, Columbia University Society of Fellows. New York, NY, March 2007 

 
CONFERENCES PAPERS 
“Ficelles and Feminists: Fictional Futures,” Society for Novel Studies, Durham, NC, May 2025 
“Crossing Plots in Realism, or What is the Social Made Of?” North American Victorian Studies 

Association, Bloomington, IN, November 2023 

“Sexuality, Structure, Autofiction: What Are Gay Men Doing in the Outline Trilogy?” Special session on 
“Autofiction and Its Persistent Others: Gender, Sexuality, and the Long History of the Novel,” 
Modern Language Association, 2021 

“Quantity, Quality, Aestheticism,” North American Victorian Studies Association, Columbus, OH, 
October 2019 

“Character and the Fact of Frequency,” George Eliot 2019: An International Bicentenary Conference, 
Leicester, UK, July 2019 

“Is there a Gay Literature of Poverty?” Special session on “The Novel and the Poor” sponsored by the 
Society for Novel Studies, Modern Language Association, New York, NY, January 2018 

“Homosexuality of the Surface,” seminar on Strong Interpretation, American Comparative Literature 
Association, Utrecht, July 2017 



“Demography and Celebrity: Galdós and the Sociological Character of Character,” Society for the 
Study of Narrative, Amsterdam, June 2016 

“Circumnavigations of the People: Galdós and the Poetics of Population,” Populations and World 
Literature Panel, Society for Novel Studies, Pittsburgh, PA, May 2016 

“Galdós and the Sociological Character of Character,” Dissecting Society II: Social Movement, 
Literature, Social Science Conference, NYU, April 2016 

“Bolaño and the Lived Abstraction of the Latin American ‘World,’” American Comparative Literature 
Association, Cambridge, MA, March 2016. 

“The Erotics of Large Numbers,” seminar on Number in the Novel, American Comparative Literature 
Association, Seattle, WA, March 2015  

“Social Observation, Sex, and the Novel,” Dissecting Society: Periodical Literature and Social 
Observation (1830-1850), Center for International Research in the Humanities and Social Sciences, 
New York University, March 2015 

“Austen’s Theatricality and the Erotics of Large Numbers,” MLA, Vancouver, British Columbia, 
January 2015 

“Modernism’s Typological Erotics: Bostonians and Others,” Modernist Studies Association, Pittsburgh, 
PA, November 2014 

“In the Theater of Typology: Bostonians and Others,” The Real Thing: Henry James and Material 
Culture, a conference of the Henry James Society, Aberdeen, Scotland, July 2014 

 “Figura and Totality’s Ground: Auerbach with Bolaño,” American Comparative Literature Association, 
New York, NY, March 2014 

“Bolaño and Realism’s Endgame,” Society for the Study of Narrative Literature, Boston, MA, March 
2014 

“The Novel and Sociological Eros,” American Comparative Literature Association, University of 
Toronto, Toronto, Canada, April 2013 

“Partiality and Comparison: The Part about Bolaño,” MLA special session, “Circuits of Comparison,” 
Boston, MA, January 2013 

“Closure: Dickensian Theatricality and the Networked Novel,” North American Victorian Studies 
Association, Madison, WI, September 2012  

“Epiphany and Obscenity,” New Directions in Joyce Studies, MLA, Philadelphia, PA, December 2009 

“Joyce Unperformed,” The Rutgers British Studies Project, March 2009  

“Driven to Abstraction: Eliot’s Heroines and the Subject of Novel Reading,” Theories of the Novel 
Now: A Conference in Celebration of Forty Years of NOVEL. Providence, RI, November 2007 

“Romola Reading,” Society for the Study of Narrative Literature. Washington, DC, April 2007 



“Unspeakable Ethnicity in George Eliot.” Northeast Victorian Studies Association. Cambridge, MA, 
March 2007 

“George Eliot’s Theatrical Hangover,” North American Victorian Studies Association. Bloomington, 
IN, August 2006 

“Empty Houses: Thackeray’s Theater of Interiority,” North American Victorian Studies Association. 
Charlottesville, VA, October 2005 

“The Jamesian Slip,” Panel organizer and paper presenter (Paper title: “Other Voices, Other Houses”).  
Traces of James Conference. The Henry James Society. Venice, Italy. July 2005 

“Henry James’s Awkward Stage: The House of Fiction and The Other House,” American Literature 
Association.  Cambridge, MA. May 2005 

“Fiction as a Vocation: Pleasure and the Novelesque in Pierre Bourdieu,” MLA special panel, “Reading 
Sociology.” Moderated by Avery Gordon. New York, NY, December 2002 

“Homewrecking: the Miniature and the Domestic Theater in Vanity Fair,” Central New York 
Conference on Language and Literature. SUNY Cortland. Cortland, NY, October 2002 

“Carnal Knowledges: Novelistic Desire and Generic Transcendence in Middlemarch,” Monster and 
Critic: Transactions Among Art, Critique, and Culture(s). University of Southern California. Los 
Angeles, CA, February 2002 

“Liber Amoris: Reading and the Birth of the Homosexual,” Pacific Coast Conference on British Studies.  
Huntington Library. Pasadena, CA, April 2002 

“Name Calling: The Politics of ‘Queer’ in the Academy,” Queer Theories/Queer Histories lecture 
series. Columbia University, October 2001 

 
ROUNDTABLES 
“Novels and What Hurts,” Roundtable entitled “The Real Sucks: Why are We Still Writing (and 

Reading) Novels?” Modern Languages Association, 2024 
“Comparative Approaches,” Roundtable on “Alternative Foundations for Victorian Studies,” Modern 

Languages Association, January 2021 

“Pleasure,” Roundtable on The Cambridge Companion to Narrative Theory, “Books at the Center,” The 
Center for the Study of the Novel, Stanford University, March 2019 

“The Afterlives of Forms,” Modern Language Association, New York, NY, January 2018 

“Kate Hammill’s Vanity Fair,” Post-performance panel discussion, The Pearl Theater, New York, NY 
April 2017 

“The Way We Write Now,” V21 inaugural symposium on Presentism, Form, and the Future of History, 
University of Chicago, October 2015 

“Knowing George Eliot: A Roundtable of Scholars and Ideas,” The New York Public Library, 
November 2014 



“Tom Stoppard’s Travesties.” Post-performance panel discussion, McCarter Theater, Princeton, NJ, 
April 2012 

“The Social Life of Style,” Roundtable on Style and the New Formalism hosted by the Columbia Journal 
of Literary Criticism, Columbia University, New York, NY, March 2007 

 
CONFERENCE SEMINARS AND GUEST TEACHING 
Discussion leader on Roberto Bolaño’s By Night in Chile, The Novel theory Reading Group at the 

Mahindra Center, Harvard University, February 2025. 
Guest teacher, “Ulysses and The Savage Detectives,” undergraduate course taught by Michelle Clayton, 

Brown University, Spring 2022. 
Discussion co-leader (with Alex Woloch, Stanford) on Roland Barthes’s S/Z: An Essay, The Novel 

Theory Reading Group at the Mahindra Center, Harvard University, April 2021 

Seminar co-leader (with Julia Chang, Cornell) on Tristana by Benito Pérez Galdós, Society for Novel 
Studies conference, Cornell University, June 2018 

Co-organizer and co-chair (with Yoon Sun Lee, Wellesley), seminar “On Strong Interpretation,” 
American Comparative Literature Association, Utrecht, the Netherlands, July 2017 

Guest teacher, “Ulysses and The Savage Detectives,” undergraduate course taught by Michelle Clayton, 
Brown University, Spring 2015. 

Co-organizer and co-chair (with Yoon Sun Lee, Wellesley), seminar on “Number in the Novel,” 
American Comparative Literature Association, Seattle, WA, March 2015  

Guest teacher, on James Baldwin’s Another Country, “Goffman’s Method,” graduate seminar taught by 
Heather Love, NYU Department of Performance Studies, December 2011 

Guest teacher, on Henry James’s The Awkward Age, “Fictions and Frictions of Love” undergraduate 
seminar taught by Leo Bersani, Princeton University English Department, November 2011 

Co-leader (with Sharon Marcus, Columbia), special seminar on “Drama Lost and Found,” North 
American Victorian Studies Association annual conference, Nashville, TN, October 2011 

 
FORMAL RESPONSES 
Benjamin Kahan, “Sexual Aim and its Misses,” Book manuscript workshop, Louisiana State University 

Department of English, 2023 

Damon Young, “The Century of the Selfie: Irony and Erose in Networked Media,” Book manuscript 
workshop, Townsend Center for the Humanities, University of California, Berkeley, 2023 

Tara K. Menon, “Spoken Words: Direct Speech in Nineteenth-Century British Novels,” Book 
manuscript workshop, Harvard University Department of English, 2023 

Pearl Brilmyer, “The Science of Character: Human Objecthood and the Ends of Victorian Realism,” 
Book manuscript workshop, University of Pennsylvania Department of English, 2019 

Philip Tsang, “The Obsolete Empire: Untimely Belonging in Nineteenth-Century British Literature,” 
Taft Research Symposium, University of Cincinnati, March 2019 



Grace Lavery, “Quaint, Exquisite: Victorian Aesthetics and the Idea of Japan,” Book manuscript 
Workshop, University of California, Berkeley, 2016 

Panel, “Looking at the Novel from the Victorian Theater,” North American Victorian Studies 
Association, St. Petersburg, FL, 2018 

Panel, “We Can’t Stop Talking About Elena Ferrante,” Special session, Modern Languages Association, 
Philadelphia, PA, January 2017 

Panel, “Feeling, Reading, and Performing in 19th-Century Studies,” Rutgers English Nineteenth-
Century Studies Group Annual Symposium, November 2016 

Christian Thorne, “Queer Imperialism,” Columbia University Seminar in Theory, November 2010 

Conference Wrap-Up. “The Victorian Everyday,” Northeast Victorian Studies Association Annual 
Conference, Wellesley College, Wellesley, MA, April 2009 

Leo Bersani, “Father Knows Best.” Rethinking Sex: Sexuality Studies State of the Field Conference, 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA March 2009 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Rutgers University, Fall 2007-present 

Undergraduate: 
Introduction to Science Fiction (Fall 2024; Spring 2021; Spring 2017) 
Nineteenth-Century British Fiction (Spring 2019) 
Victorian Literature and Culture (Fall 2018; Fall 2012; Fall 2009; Spring 2009; Fall 2007)  
The Realist Novel in Nineteenth-Century Europe (Fall 2017, Fall 2014) 
Principles of Literary Study: Narrative (Fall 2024; Fall 2017; Fall 2016; Spring 2014; Fall 2012; 

Spring 2012; Spring 2010; Fall 2009) 
Queer Theories and Histories (Spring 2016; Fall 2011; Spring 2010; Spring 2008) 
Genres of the City (Fall 2012) 
Promiscuity and Fidelity in the Novel (Fall 2007) 
The Uses of History in Queer Culture (Fall 2008) 

 
Graduate: 
Politics in the Novel (co-taught with Jeffrey Lawrence) (Spring 2025) 
Public Writing (co-taught with Jackson Lears, Rutgers History) (Spring 2023) 
Imagining the Collective in the Nineteenth-Century Novel (Fall 2022) 
Working with the PhD (Spring 2022) 
George Eliot (Fall 2020; Fall 2008) 
Queer Theory: Literary Critics and Others (Fall 2018) 
Henry James (Fall 2016) 
The Realist Novel (Spring 2016) 
Backgrounds to Contemporary Theory and Historical Method (co-taught with James Livingston, 

Rutgers History) (Spring 2014) 
Totality and the Novel (Spring 2013) 



Dissertation Writing Seminar (Fall 2011, Spring 2015) 
The Social Imagination of the Nineteenth-Century Novel (Spring 2008) 
 

Williams College, Fall 2013 
    Promiscuity and the Novel 
 
Columbia University, 2001-2007 

Literature Humanities. Core Curriculum. 
Promiscuity in the Novel. Department of English 
Narrative and Sexuality. Institute for Research on Women and Gender.  
Queer Theories and Histories. Institute for Research on Women and Gender.  
Logic and Rhetoric. Composition Department 
 

University of California, Los Angeles, Spring 2006 
The Uses of History in Queer Culture 
 

Barnard College, Fall 2005 
Reinventing Literary History: Legacy of the Mediterranean 

 
 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 
University Service 
Rutgers University 

Organizer, Annual Nineteenth-Century Workshop (on the topic “Population”), October 2016 
Advisory Committee for Appointments and Promotions, 2015-16; 2016-17 
Co-Director (with Rebecca Walkowitz), “Totality” seminar, Center for Cultural Analysis, 2014-15 
 

Rutgers Department of English  
Committee Work and Department Service:  
Director of Graduate Studies, 2020-present. Ex officio: Graduate Executive Committee, Executive 

Committee, Graduate Admissions Committee, Student Review Committee 
Co-Coordinator, Anti-Racist Faculty Training and Workshops, Fall 2020 
Committee on Bias Prevention and Awareness, 2018-19 
Chair, Graduate Admissions, 2014-15, 2016-17, 2018-19 
Graduate Executive Committee, 2016-17, fall 2017, 2018-19 
Rutgers English Diversity Institute (REDI) seminar leader, 2019, 2022 
Job Search Committee (Gender and Sexuality), 2015-16; 2016-17 
Center for Cultural Analysis, Board Member, 2012-15 
Executive Committee, 2014-15; 2016-17 
Personnel Committee, 2014-15; 2016-17 
Job Search Committee (post-45 U.S. Fiction), 2014-15 
Job Search Committee (search in fiction writing), 2014 
Graduate Placement Committee Co-Chair, 2012-13 
Roundtable speaker (on Benjamin’s “The Work of Art in the Age of its Technological 

Reproducibility”), Graduate Student Open House Symposium, 2013 



Job Search Committee (searches in 19C American literature and modernism), 2011-12 
Executive Committee, 2008-10, 2011-13 
Graduate Placement Committee, 2007-8, 2008-9, 2009-10, 2011-12, 2017-18, 2018-19. 
Graduate Admissions Committee, 2009, 2011, 2014 
Roundtable speaker (“Form in the World”), Graduate Student Open House, 2009 
Judge, Eddy Prize competition, 2009, 2014, 2016 
Judge, Graduate Symposium, 2008 
 
Graduate advising: 

Dissertations supervised 
Mayrose Beatty, “Tragedy in Sensation Fiction” (in progress) 
Yumi Shiroma, “Trauma, Disability, and Insight in Post-colonial African Fiction,” co-chair with 

Stéphane Robolin (2024)  
Kristin Rose, “Victorian Vacancies: Women Rewriting the British Countryside” (2023) 
Kylie Dennis, “Ailing Bodies and the Politics of Fear in the Domestic Novel” (in 2023) 
Jacob Romanow, “The Novel of Exteriority: Character, Privacy, and Genre in Nineteenth-Century 

Fiction” (2022) 
Maxwell Sater, “Parts and Wholes in the Nineteenth-Century Novel” (2020) 
Lech Harris, “Victorian Short Fiction and the Invention of Style” (2020) 
William Welty, “‘A Strange Course’: Reading, Anachrony, and the Histories of Post-45 American 

Fiction,” co-chair with Michelle Stephens (2020) 
Alicia Williams, “Addressing the Historical Reader: Democratic Address and the History of Reading 

in Nineteenth-Century British Literature” (2018) 
Kyle McAuley, “Outer Spaces: Provincialism and the Novel in the British Imperial Century” (2018) 
Manuel Betancourt, “Being in the Picture: Intermedial Literature and the Hollywood Studio Film,” 

co-chair with Elin Diamond (2015) 
Jennifer Raterman, “Reading for Translation in Nineteenth-Century French and British Fiction,” co-

chair with Rebecca Walkowitz (2013) 
 

Dissertation committees 
Lucina Schwartz, “Collecting Character in Nineteenth-Century Britain” (in progress) 
Emily Anderson, “Feeling Little: Scalar Affects and the Long Nineteenth-Century Novel’s 

Phenomenology of Childhood” (in progress) 
Carly Lewis, “Unnatural Disasters: the Limitations of Representing Catastrophe in Nineteenth-

Century Literature” (in progress) 
Noelle Darling, “Genre Encroachments: Literariness and the Global Novel” (2025) 
Elizabeth Greeniaus, “Circumscribing Light: The Spirit of Description in Nineteenth-Century Prose 

 (2024) 
Brian Reinken, “Age of Ages: Foreign Intervention, Temporality, and Literary Form” (2023) 
Kelly Roberts, “From Counterculture to Mainstream: Queer Histories, the Literary Market, and 

Contemporary Fiction” (2023) 
Kailana Durnan, “Pessimism and the British Novel of Radical Politics, 1880-1914” (2021) 
Scott Harris, “Theatrical Representation in the Contemporary British Novel” (2021) 



Christina Jen, “Reading as Acting: The Novel’s Casting Call and Readerly Performance in the British 
Nineteenth Century” (2021) 

Gabriele Lazzari, “New Geographies of the Contemporary Novel: Scale, Border, Semi-Periphery, 
World,” Department of Comparative Literature (2020)  

Scott Challener, “From the Outside: Latin American Anthologies and the Making of U.S. Literature” 
(2019) 

Matthew John Phillips, “Worldly Figures; Character and Belonging in Nineteenth-Century British 
Fiction” (2018) 

Patrick Chappell, “The Recirculation Plot: Objects, Narrative, and the Second-Order Economies of 
Victorian Fiction” (2015) 

John Miller, “Experimental Subjects: Animals, Ethics, and the Novel in Victorian Society” (2015) 
Amanda Kotch, “The Embarrassment of Literary Biography: Form and Affect from Dickens to 

Woolf” (2015) 
Octavio Gonzalez, “Misfit Modernism: Resisting Uplift in the Twentieth-Century Fiction” (2014) 
Patrick Jehle, “Supposed Confessions: Form and Affect in Victorian Poetry” (2011) 
Ben Singer, “Towards a Transgender Sublime: The Politics of Excess in Transgender Cultural 

Production” (2011) 
Jonathan Gilbert, “‘The Horror! The Horror!’: The Origins of Genre in Late-Victorian and 

Edwardian Britain, 1880-1914” (2008) 
 

Orals committees 
Rachel Glassman (major field: nineteenth-century British literature), 2024-5 
Sonal Rana (major field: nineteenth-century British literature), 2024-5 
Elliot Frank (minor field: theory of the novel), 2024-5 
Michael Ducker (minor field: theory of the novel), 2024-5 
Angela Yin (minor field: ethics of reading), 2024-5 
John Huylu (minor field: theories of the novel and narrative), 2022-2023 
Emily Anderson (major field: nineteenth-century British literature), 2022-23 
Alicia Rosenthal (major field: nineteenth-century British literature), 2021-22 
Hannah Garner (minor field: theories of desire), 2020-21 
Mary Alcaro (minor field: queer theory and disability), 2019-20 
Yumi Shiroma (minor field: queer theory and postcoloniality), 2019-20 
Lacey Muckle (major field: nineteenth-century British literature), 2019-20 
Kelly Roberts (minor field: theory of the novel), 2018-19 
Kylie Dennis (major field: nineteenth-century British literature), 2018-19 
Kristin Rose (minor field: theory of the novel), 2018-19 
Brian Reinken (major field: nineteenth-century British literature), 2018-19 
Jacob Romanow, 2017-18 (minor field: theory of the novel) 
Christopher Corbo, 2017-18 (minor field: queer theory) 
Timothy Morris, 2017-18 (minor field: the American novel and the theory of the novel) 
Jennifer Lalli, 2016-17 (minor field: narrative theory) 
Kailan Durnan, 2016-17 (minor field: theories of the novel and genre theory) 
Maxwell Sater (minor field: theories of novelistic realism), 2016-present 



Lech Harris, 2015-6 (minor field: theories of literary style) 
Elizabeth Greeniaus, 2015-6 (major field: nineteenth-century British literature) 
William Welty, 2015-6 (major field: twentieth-century American novel) 
Kevin Sigerman, 2014-15 (minor field: theories of space and the novel) 
Nicole Meline, 2014-15 (major field: the long nineteenth century) 
Scott Challener, 2014-15 (minor field: the twentieth-century Latin American novel) 
Christina Jen, 2013-14 (minor field: novel theory) 
Alicia Williams, 2013-14 (minor field: theories of the novel and narrative) 
Kyle McAuley, 2013-14 (major field: Victorian literature) 
Erik Wade, 2012-13 (minor field: queer theories of embodiment) 
Ian Bignall, 2012-13 (minor field: theories of the novel, the nation, and the globe) 
Torleif Persson, 2012-13 (major field: the nineteenth- and twentieth-century novel) 
Mimi Winick, 2011-12 (major field: literature of the long nineteenth century) 
Caolan Madden, 2010-12 (major field: Victorian literature) 
Patrick Chappell, 2010-12 (minor field: theories of realism) 
John Miller, 2010-12 (minor field: subjectivity, society and the novel) 
Manuel Betancourt, 2009-11 (minor field: sexuality in Latin American literature) 
Devon Sherman, 2009-11 (major field: nineteenth-century literature) 
Sarah Sheridan, 2009-11 (minor field: theory of the novel) 
Octavio Gonzalez, 2008-9 (minor field: queer theory and literary studies) 
Jennifer Raterman, 2008-present (Department of Comparative Literature the nineteenth-century 

novel and translation) 
Philip Longo, 2008-9 (minor field: queer theory and literary studies). 
Sarah Balkin, 2008-9 (minor field: nineteenth- and twentieth century literature)  
 
Undergraduate advising: 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis, “Overcoming Despair: Volition and Destiny in Twenty-First-

Century YA Dystopian Literature,” 2024-25 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis, Julia Collucci, “A Study in the Discourse of Degeneration 

and Sherlock Holmes,” 2018-19 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis, “Narrative Mechanisms of Frustration in Kazuo Ishiguro’s 

Never Let Me Go, The Remains of the Day, and The Unconsoled,” 2018-19 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis, Alexa Carter, “I Do (Not): Manipulation at Work in Henry 

James’ ‘Bad Courtship’ Stories,” 2018-19 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis, Dillon Heyck, “Cybernetic Fictions: Shifting Approaches to 

Narrative from Pulp Sci-Fi to Naked Lunch,” 2017-18 
First Reader, Senior Honors Thesis, Rachel Narozniak, “Characters of (Sex)-cess: Excess of 

Feminine Characterization in Nineteenth-Century Realist Literature,” 2016-17 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis, Kristen Bonnano, “‘Something Easy and Redemptive’: 

Crafting Narrative out of Avoidance in the Works of Junot Díaz” 2016-17 
Second Reader, Senior Honors thesis, Samantha Anderson-Blair (essay on Southern literature and 

whiteness), 2013-14 



First Reader, Senior Honors Thesis. Lillyan Ling (essay on Eliot’s Middlemarch), 2011-12 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis. Katherine Salerno, “‘The Fall of the House of Usher’’s 19th-

Century Terminology, the Uncanny, and Critical Views,” 2009-10 
First Reader, Senior Honors Thesis. Katie Beers, “Heroes, Deviants, and the Critical Austen,” 2008-

09 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis. Rachel Graf, “It’s All Political: Gender Construction and 

Regulation in Jeanette Winterson’s The Passion and Sexing the Cherry,” 2008-9 
Second Reader, Senior Honors Thesis. Jeffrey Kessler, “The Melodramatic Imagination of Charles 

Dickens,” 2007-08. 
 
Columbia University (1999-2006) 
 Judge, Undergraduate Queer Studies Prize, 2002-4 
 Curator, Queer Futures Lecture Series. Institute for Research on Women and Gender, 2002-4  
 Senior Thesis Advisor. Heather Wollin. Anthropology/Women’s Studies, 2004-5 
 Senior Thesis Advisor. Heidi Wexler. Women’s Studies, 2003-4 
 
 
National Service 

Elected Member, Division Executive Committee on Nineteenth-Century Comparative Literature, 
Modern Languages Association, 2020-2025 

Prize Committee, Sonia Rudikoff Prize for best first book in Victorian studies, Northeast Victorian 
Studies Association, 2018, 2019 

Mentor, Diversity Mentorship Initiative, Northeast Victorian Studies Association, 2018-present 

English Institute Board of Supervisors, 2018-2023 

Faculty Participant, The Dickens Universe. Santa Cruz, CA, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2017, 2018, 2024. 

Editorial Board, Studies in the Novel, University of North Texas, 2013-present 

Editorial Board, English Language Notes, University of Colorado, Boulder, 2012-present  

Elected Member, Division Executive Committee on Late-Nineteenth- and Early-Twentieth-Century 
English Literature, Modern Languages Association, 2013-2017 

Program Chair, Northeast Victorian Studies Society annual conference. Columbia University, 2012  

Application review for National Humanities Center, 2012 

Program Committee, Northeast Victorian Studies Association, 2007-09 

Committee Member, Carnegie Initiative on the Doctorate, 2002-04 
 

 Outside reader/evaluator for Ph.D. theses:  
Josh Thomas, “Roberto Bolaño and the Labyrinthine Mode,” Department of Literary and 

Cultural Analysis, University of Amsterdam, May 2023 



Wie Zhe (Jack) Cao, “Race, Capital and Desire in Roberto Bolaño: Genre in 2666” (M.A. thesis), 
School of Culture and Communications, University of Melbourne, January 2023 

Sierra Eckert, “The Research Aesthetic: Information and the Form of the Victorian Novel,” 
Columbia University Department of English, 2020 

Riley McGuire, “Figures of Speech: The Relational and Generic Forms of Vocal Disability in 
Nineteenth-century Culture,” University of Pennsylvania Department of English, 2020 

Victoria Wiet, “Eccentric Conduct: Theatre and the Pleasures of Victorian Fiction,” Columbia 
University Department of English, 2019.  

Anna Clark, “Centers of Self: Protagonism and the Nineteenth-Century British Novel,” Columbia 
University Department of English, 2012 

Abigail Joseph, “Queer Things: Victorian Objects and the Fashioning of Homosexuality,” 
Columbia University Department of English, 2012 

Lauren Ellis Holm, “Staging the Novel: Victorian Novels in the Culture of Adaptation,” Brandeis 
University Department of English, 2011 

Jesse Rosenthal, “Moral Sensibilities: Ethical Feeling and Narrative Form in the Victorian Novel,” 
Columbia University Department of English, 2009 

  
Journal referee 

 ELH, The Latin Americanist, Cultural Critique, MLQ, PMLA, Contemporary Literature, Nineteenth-Century 
Literature, Genre, The Henry James Review, BRANCH (Britain, Representation, and Nineteenth-Century 
History), Victorian Studies, Studies in the Novel, Victorian Review, GLQ: A Journal of Lesbian and Gay Studies, 
The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Victorian Literature, Revista canadiense de estudios hispánicos, Acta Philologica, 
Oxford Research Encyclopedia of Literature, 19: Interdisciplinary Studies in the Long Nineteenth Century, Modern 
Drama, Comparative Literature Studies, Literature & History, NOVEL: A Forum on Fiction 
 
Tenure and Promotion Review 
Cornell University (English); UC Berkeley (English); UC Berkeley (Comparative Literature); Loyola 
Marymount University (English); National University of Singapore (English); Princeton University 
(English); University of Pennsylvania (English); UCLA (English); Ithaca College (English); 
University of Chicago (English); Johns Hopkins University (English); Yale University (Theater, 
Dance, and Performance Studies) 
 
Manuscript Review:  
Liverpool University Press, 2022; Routledge, 2022; Chicago University Press, 2019; Cornell 
University Press, 2016; Oxford University Press, 2015; 2020, 2023; Columbia University Press, 2013; 
Princeton University Press, 2013, 2016; Ohio State University Press, 2012; University of Virginia 
Press, 2010, 2018; Yale University Press, 2009 
 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
Modern Language Association, North American Victorian Studies Association, Northeast Victorian 
Studies Association, Latin American Studies Association, Society for the Study of Narrative Literature, 
American Literature Association, Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies, Henry James Society, Society for 
the Novel Studies 
 



 


